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TEROPALPUS LITHOCHARINUS (LE CONTE), A SEASHORE 

SPECIES (COLEOPTERA: STAPHYLINIDAE) 

Ian Moore 
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Teropalpus lithocharinus was described by LeConte (1877) in the genus Trogoph- 
loeus Mannerheim from “Puget Sound, M. G. Davidson”. Casey (1889) stated about 
it, “Two specimens before me were taken by the writer in Marin Co., California”. 
Hatch (1957) reported it under the generic name Ccirpelimus Leach from “Western 
Washington, rare”. Herman (1970) removed the species to the genus Teropalpus Sober 
without adding further locality data. None of the above gave any mention of the 

habitat of the species. 

I have seen a specimen from the Fall collection (MCZ) labeled “Alameda Co., 

Cal.—as det. by Casey”. 
In addition, we now have two series of specimens from “CALIF., Marin Co., Bo- 

linas, under driftwood on the beach, D. Giuliani collector”, 19 specimens taken on 
30 March, 1971, and 7 specimens taken on 11 December, 1971. 

This definitely establishes the species as a seashore insect. Because of its distinc¬ 
tive appearance coupled with its habitat, the accompanying illustration should 

make identification easy when it is again encountered. 
I am indebted to Alfred Newton of Harvard University for the loan of the speci¬ 

men from the Fall collection. 
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